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Rotary Club Public Service Projects for 
Smithville

• Support Smithville character and values 

• Public service projects for city
• Bird houses

• Bike racks

• Benches or other projects



Summary of Bird Houses for City of 
Smithville
• A public service project for public spaces such as city parks or 
City Hall
• Support of protecting the environment and education

• Provide houses for birds native to or migrating through our 
portion of Central Texas
• Support “our feathered friends”
• Help maintain a natural environment in rural or suburban areas
• Provide supplemental shelter for wildlife (e.g., native birds) while 

discouraging predators
• Houses are available for songbirds (Texas Bluebirds, etc.), ducks, or 

bats

• Install at locations such as Riverbend Park and Railroad 
Museum/Chamber area



Birdhouse Purposes
• Provide best opportunity for some of “God’s creatures” to 

thrive and raise their families

• Provide protection from weather, predators, etc. for mothers 
and nestlings

Examples of natural bird nests in bushes:
Nests susceptible to severe weather (wind, rain), 

predators (e.g., squirrels, racoons, snakes, fire ants, etc.) Native bird house with predator guard
“Support God’s creatures”



Planned Bird Houses

Native songbird (e.g., Bluebird), Wood 
Duck, Bat houses, Owl

• Install on poles (e.g., T posts) 
• Install guards for predators such as 

squirrels, racoons, snakes
• Check and clean every few months
• Some weathering is expected but plan to 

replace in approximately 4 years

Wood Duck house 
approximately 3 years old and 

still functional



Example of Native Bird 
House with Predator Guard 
and sign

• Illustrates configuration with Native 
Songbird (e.g. Bluebird)

• Duck house, Bluebird house would be 
similar

• This is mounted on a 8’ T post
• T post is normally 8’ long in ranch, 10’ 

on public parks
• Owl and bat houses mounted high on poles



Sign for Bird House Posts

• Sign for T posts (or poles)
• Shows aspects
• Mount on T posts
• 8”x10”
• PVC/aluminum sign on T post (or pole)

• Front of bird house is CNC laser engraved with 
color with Rotary logo

8”x10” sign



Sign for Bird House 
• Sign for T posts (or poles)

• Shows aspects
• Mount on T posts
• 8”x10”
• PVC/aluminum sign on T post (or pole)
• Could have Bible verse

• Front of bird house is CNC laser engraved with 
color with Church logo and name

8”x10” sign (can be customized)



Predator Control for Bird Houses

• Protect nesting bird from predators such as racoons, 
squirrels, or snakes

• Mounting bird house on pole (e.g., “T post”) is a viable 
approach
• Predators can readily climb trees
• Flexible placement of bird house location

• Snake netting deters rat snakes

• Stovepipe predator guard 
for mounting pole

• Cut into five 2’ sections • Picture with 8’ T post and 
“stovepipe” predator guard

• 10’ T post is recommended for public 
spaces to minimize vandalism and 
increase comfort for birds

www.thespruce.com/protecting-bird-houses-from-predators-386633



Wood Duck House
www.ducks.org/conservation/waterfowl-research-science/build-a-wood-duck-box



Bat House
• It is possible to build this or some version
• www.thespruce.com/bat-house-plans-4775009
• diy.dunnlumber.com/projects/how-to-build-a-bat-house?pp=1

http://www.thespruce.com/bat-house-plans-4775009


Owl Box House www.audubon.org/news/how-build-screech-owl-nest-box

Plan calls for 1x10 8’ cedar or Cyprus



Examples of Bat and Bird House 
Installation

• Jan 8, 2023 at 
Kovar Ponds Ranch

• Bat house on 
electric power pole

• Bird house with 
stovepipe predator 
guard and snake 
netting

• Also installed NWF  
“Certified Wildlife 
Habitat” sign



National Wildlife Foundation
• It is possible to have areas in Smithville apply for and obtain NWF 

recognition as “Certified Wildlife Habitat”

• Riverbend Parks already “Certified Wildlife Habitat”

• Garden for Wildlife (nwf.org)
www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat

• The NWF program certifies wildlife-friendly land for 
homeowners, businesses, schools, universities, places 
of worship, parks, and community-based organizations 
as community wildlife habitats

• Example locations:
• Smith city property such as Fisherman's Park, 

Railroad museum park, etc.
• Private property

• Churches in Smithville

https://www.nwf.org/garden?_ga=2.189842476.628826803.1676065230-1303003470.1672187768&_gl=1*1dp08d8*_ga*MTMwMzAwMzQ3MC4xNjcyMTg3NzY4*_ga_RLRJ1GMJC2*MTY3NjA2NTIyOS4xMi4xLjE2NzYwNjUzOTguMC4wLjA.


Smithville Parks, Gardens, etc. as 
Certified Wildlife Habitat

www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat
The NWF program certifies wildlife-friendly land 
for homeowners, businesses, schools, 
universities, places of worship, parks, and 
community-based organizations as community 
wildlife habitats.



Smithville Has potential for 
“Bird City Certification” and 
Proposed Bird Houses can 
Support This

https://tpwd.texas.gov/wildlife/birding/bird-city-texas/how

Significant effort but this could be a future, optional project



Possible Considerations and Locations for Bird 
Houses in Smithville
• Should be visible to the public (with signage) but not in unprotected area 

with excessive people, vehicle, or pet area to disturb nesting birds

• Located on City owned property

• Railroad museum/Smithville Chamber: 1-2 Native songbird (e.g., Bluebird)

• Riverbend Park: 
• 2+ Native songbird in open areas but near trees

• Wood Duck on banks of the Colorado River

• Possible bat or owl house

• At garden area near highways 71 and 95 (TX DOT Green area)

• Schools, other, Serenity Star Ranch



Approach

• City of Smithville decides on projects including locations of 
birdhouses (e.g., six)
• Example: Riverbend park, Railroad/Smithville Chamber area
• Augment Rotary members with “birders” such as Audubon Society

• Let people know these birdhouses exist and the purpose

• Assess results and next steps

• Rotary Club (ideally with the public) maintains the houses 
such as checking at lest twice a year

• Birdhouses will weather and eventually need replacement 
for a limited cost and time

• We will have a similar effort in Bastrop



Additional Considerations

• Support of wildlife is also relevant to the rural character of 
Smithville

• Growth and development is happening and can be beneficial

• Support of appropriate growth/development is desirable

• One aspect of that can be an approach for support of Texas 
Ag based upon “Wildlife/open space” for Texas Ag 1-d-1
• One example is our Kovar Ponds Ranch south of Smithville where 

we (and our neighbors) support wildlife

• We are in process of installing many native bird, Wood Duck, and 
bat houses with predator guards as part of this



Bench at Smithville Chamber/Railroad 
Park



Example of Outdoor Bench

• This was made at Smithville 
HS but a version could be 
made by a Smithville area 
business

• Could have custom 
decorative/functional 
features made using CNC 
plasma cutter by a 
Smithville area business



Little Library at Smithville City Hall

Stocked with books 
from “Born Again 
Emporium”



Bike Rack Dedication Ceremony at 
Bastrop Public Library

• Encourage bicycling
• Good for people, 

environment, and 
businesses

• Custom Bike racks to 
emulate the historic bridge 
in Bastrop

• Installed Oct 2022
• Made for Rotary Club by 

students and then a local 
Smithville area business

Potential opportunity: make custom bike 
racks or other items for Smithville
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