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Summary
• Increase useful area at Smithville Recreation Center

• Complement the “Benches and bird houses project”

• Provided shade for outside Senior Center area and/or table area at Smithville Recreation 
Center
• Have covered roof area and optional partial side panel on west side

• Shade is essential for these prominent areas subject to intense Texas afternoon sun

• Attractive without an industrial/carport look

• Sunshade cloth can provide 90% shading rate without “dreary/dark shade” inside or outside

• Inexpensive
• Example: 20’x20” shade cloth is $150
• Could use used drill stem for posts
• An option for “floor” in table area is wood chips (free)
• Flexible and expandable

• Safer in severe windstorm than metal or other solid roof

• Support possible larger grant requests: shows “local content/interest”

• Probably partly “free” based upon donated materials  



Approach

• Determine appropriate size and location for Sun Shades
• Senior Center first followed by picnic table area

• The sun shade is supported by four steel posts using 2 3/8”Drill Stem and a 
rectangular frame of 1.5” square steel tubing welded to posts (frame adds 
rigidity and mounting for sun shade cloth)
• Minimum of 2’ in ground and in concrete reinforced by the tubing frame should be 

sturdy
• Installation accomplished by Smithville Public Works Dept. using auger/tractor and 

boom lift
• Metal could be cleaned and allowed to weather naturally, painted, or powder coated

• It is quite possible that most/all materials could be donated by an 
organization or person
• This, combined with City of Smithville support, shows “local content/interest” for 

Grants



Smithville Rec Center Possible Sun Shade Areas

Senior Area concrete patio is approximately 12’ deep by 17’ wide



Example of Sun Shade Cloth



Drill Stem Pipe for Posts

• Install with tractor and auger bit
• Add 1.5” square steel tubing to connect posts and 

provide locations for shade cloth grommets
• Total metal cost: 4*$29+4*100=$516 
• Clean and allow to weather naturally



Artificial Grass (optional) • Mainly for picnic table area
• Alternative is wood chips (free)



Benches 
and Bird 
Houses 
Project

Bird House

Bird House

Bird House

• Install two benches 
with first near Senior 
Center 

• Install two bird houses 
in appropriate 
locations

• Install “National 
Wildlife Federation 
“Certified Wildlife 
Habitat Sign(s)
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